THE OPEN DOOR

Canton and in 1844 had made one of the first com-
mercial treaties with China. In 1854 the United
States had been the point of the foreign wedge that
opened Japan to western civilization and inaugu-
rated that amazing period of national reorganiza-
tion and assimilation which has given the Japanese
Empire her place in the world today. American
missionaries had labored long and disinterestedly
for the moral regeneration of both China and Japan
with results which are now universally recognized
as beneficial, though in 1900 there was still among
the Chinese much of that friction which is the in-
evitable reaction from an attempt to change the
fundamentals of an ancient faith and long-standing
habits. American merchants, it is true, had been of
all classes, but at any rate there had always been a
sufficient leaven of those of the highest type to
insure a reasonable reputation.

The conduct of the American Government in the
Far East had been most honorable and friendly.
The treaty with Japan in 1858 contained the clause:
"The President of the United States, at the request
of the Japanese Government, will act as a friendly
mediator in such matters of difference as may arise
between the Government of Japan and any Euro-
pean power." Under Seward the United States